
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Help The Lion King’s Shannon Tavarez & LJ Daniels… 
 Come out and register with DKMS! 

(Hempstead, NY) – At just eleven years old, Shannon Tavarez already had a promising Broadway 
career. She was performing four shows a week as young Nala in The Lion King. Every day, 
Shannon juggled a full day of school before rushing to the theater for an evening show at the 
Minskoff Theatre on Broadway-- she was living her dream. Now, just two months later, Shannon’s 
dream is simply to grow up. In April, Shannon was diagnosed with Acute Leukemia.  LJ Daniels, a 
local 9-year-old boy, was diagnosed with Hyper Eosiniphilic Syndrome at the age of 2, and is also 
looking for his match.  He enjoys listening to music and playing basketball, but needs to find his 
match in order to have a transplant.  
 
 “When I found out, it hit me really hard, like someone was throwing a ball at me. It was shocking 
and I thought, why me?” said Shannon. Now she lives at Schneider Children’s Hospital in Long 
Island where she receives daily chemotherapy treatments. A bone marrow transplant from a 
stranger may be her only chance at survival. 
 
DKMS, together with the Mayor and Board of Trustees of the Villiage of Hempstead, is organizing 
a bone marrow drive on August 28th at Kennedy Memorial Park.  Come out and register - you 
could be Shannon or LJ’s lifesaver! 

REGISTER AS A BONE MARROW DONOR 
Saturday, August 28th 2010 

12:00 PM-4:00 PM 
KENNEDY MEMORIAL PARK 

335 Greenwich Street, Hempstead, NY 11550 
516-489-3400 

 
Shannon’s mother is African American and her father is Dominican. Only eight percent of the 
seven million registered donors are African American which means that only seventeen percent 
of African Americans in need of a transplant will receive one. 
 
Every day thousands of patients search the national registry in hope for a bone marrow donor 
match. Sadly 6 out of 10 patients never receive a transplant. “We have to fight harder. I feel like 
it’s my obligation to do whatever I can do recruit more donors,” states Katharina Harf, Co-
founder, DKMS Americas, “I lost my mother to leukemia, but others can live if we only had 
enough donors. Register with DKMS today so Shannon doesn’t have to keep her dream waiting.”   
 
Registering to become a bone marrow donor starts with a cheek swab; it is a commitment to 
help save a life. You must be between 18 and 55 and in good general health. When you register 
with DKMS, you will also be listed on the Be The Match Registry® (operated by the NMDP) and 
can be found as a donor match for any patient in need of a bone marrow transplant.  
The cost to DKMS for registering a new potential bone marrow donor is $65. DKMS does not make 
paying the fee mandatory, but we depend on public donations and appreciate any 
contribution. We are grateful for every dollar! 
 
ABOUT DKMS 
The DKMS mission is to save lives by recruiting bone marrow donors for leukemia patients. More 
than 20,000 DKMS donors have helped save lives by donating their bone marrow. DKMS is the 
largest bone marrow donor center in the world with over 2 million registered donors. DKMS 
Americas is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization. For more information about DKMS and to learn 
more about registering as a bone marrow donor, please visit www.getswabbed.org 
Contact: Stefanie Kienstra, DKMS Donor Recruiter, 212‐209‐6720, stefaniek@dkmsamericas.org  


